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FOR EMPLOYEES OF THE 


DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY 


SEASONS GREETINGS EXTENDED TO ALL 
FROM COMMISSIONER KOHL 


As 1973 draws to a close, | would like to 
extend my appreciation and gratitude to every- 
one in the Department for your cooperation dur- 
ing the year. 

May the Holidays and the New Year bring 
happiness and prosperity to you and your fam- 


ilies. JL < tel 


John C. Kohl 


Commissioner 


DEPARTMENT’S SNOW FORCE IS READY 
TO COMBAT OLD MAN WINTER 


Again this year, the Department has mobilized more 
than 3,000 men and 2,000 pieces of snow-removal equip- 
ment to keep the more than 2,000 miles of State high- 
ways clear during the winter months. 

Before this snow-fighting force can be marshaled, 
much planning and organizing is needed. For instance, 
the Department recently conducted its annual survey 
to evaluate the readiness of men and equipment assign- 
ed to do battle with snow and ice. It included a thorough 
inspection of private contractors’ equipment which may 
be used should conditions require additional help. 

Many man-hours were spent seeing that the Depart- 
ment’s own snow-fighting equipment is ready on minutes’ 
notice and many tons of salt, calcium and sand were 
stockpiled at various yards located throughout the State. 

The ‘‘Snow Room’’ located in Trenton keeps a con- 
stant check on weather conditions through the services 
of the U.S. Weather Bureau and a private weather fore- 
caster. Should bad weather threaten, an alert is sped 
swiftly throughout the State over the Department’s com- 
munications network. And, maintenance districts keep 
headquarters advised of local conditions. 


SINGER, SONG WRITER 
AWAITS RE-DISCOVERY 


Although primarily a versatile folk singer, Les Martin 
has something in common with the Beatles. 


As all Beatle buffs know, the “moptops’’ were dis- 
covered in a Liverpool basement boite known as The 
Cavern. Martin, an Assistant Engineer with Design, was 
one of the most popular performer’s at Levittown’s 
“*Cellar,’’ Bucks County’s answer to the Cavem. 

Early in 1965, about a year after he started with the 
Department as an Assistant Highway Inspector, Martin 
was aired over WJJZ radio in Mt. Holly, in a pre-taped, 
30-minute concert. The station reported it was ‘‘flooded’’ 
with calls from listeners who praised the talented singer 
and songwriter. After pounding the pavements and knock- 
ing on the doors of most of the Philadelphia record com- 
panies in his spare time, Decca Records of Philadelphia 
became interested in a contract, ‘‘but officials weren’t 
sure how to start me,’’ Martin said. 

The singer went to see the head of Swan Records, 
Tony Mammarella, former producer of ‘‘The Dick Clark 
Show’’ and ‘‘American Bandstand” television shows. 
Mammarella not only was impressed, but wanted to re- 
lease a Martin record as soon as he had the “‘right”’ 
song for him. 


As an Assistant Engineer with the Division of Design, 
Les Martin makes engineering calculations from field notes 
for road improvements for three State Institutions. 


Mammarella, interviewed by a Philadelphia Daily News © 


columnist was quoted as saying: ‘‘...Les Martin just 
sang for me cold, whipped off four or five tunes in my 
office. We were very impressed. He’s very talented and 
good looking. ‘‘We’d like to do something with him. 
lt’?s all a matter of getting the right song...we won't 


record a man unless we think the material will be a 
hit.”’ 


Although Martin’s own compostion, ‘‘All But the 
Crying,’’ was considered good, it was felt it would be 
better as a flip side. So Les Martin just waited for the 
call from Swan Records. 

A call did come. But it came from Uncle Sam who 
was interested less in the shape of Martin’s vocal cords 
than in other items to be checked in his pre-induction 
physical. Instead of waiting to be drafted, he enlisted 
in the Army for three years, served as a Personnel Spec- 
ialist and later was promoted to Sergeant. Also, he 
toured Germany with Special Services, entertaining 
in officers’ and enlisted mens’ clubs. After his dis- 
charge in 1968, he returned to the Department to work 
his way up through various engineering titles to his pre- 

. sent one. 

Martin can be heard singing at Drialo’s in Allentown, 
N.J. and at the Gas Light in Morrisville, Pa., hoping 
that he will, once again, be ‘‘discovered.’”’ 


RETIREES HONORED, SERVICE AWARDS 
PRESENTED AT 14TH ANNUAL DINNER 


Three Department retirees were honored and 19 em- 
ployees were presented Service Awards at the 14th 
Annual Dinner of the Bureaus of Inspection and Qual- 
ity Control. The affair was held recently at the Italian 
American Sportsmen Club in Hamilton Township, Mer- 
cer County. 

Retirees honored are Christopher Kucker for 50 years 
of service, Russell Parker for 45 years and Charles 
Cunningham for 26. 

Service Awards were presented to: Orville Abbott, 
Principal Engineer with Inspection, and Thomas Hor- 
nick, Senior Engineer with Quality Control (20 years 
each); Dorothy Andres, Principal Engineer, and John 
Michael Malon, Principal Engineering Aide with Qual- 
ity Control, William Long, Principal Engineering Aide; 
Joseph Nyerges, Supervising Engineering Aide; Cal- 
lie Olexy, Engineering Aide |; Francis Palise, Senior 
Engineer; Francis Reilly, Principal Engineering Aide, 
and James Ryan, Engineering Aide | with Inspection; 
Frank Stia, Assistant Engineer with Quality Control, 
and Joseph Szucsik, Principal Engineering Aide (10 
years each); Robert Goslin, Principal Engineering Aide 
with Quality Control; Anthony Gould, Lee Parisi and 

Sidney Reed, Engineering Aides |, with Inspection; Jean 
Servideo, Assistant Engineer, and Sophie Skraiewski, 
Senior Clerk Typist with Quality Control, and H. Wil- 


liam Voorhees, Engineering Aide | with Inspection. 


CREWS MOVE INTO LAWRENCE 
MAINTENANCE SITE 


Department Maintenance Crews have recently moved 
into the new Lawrence Township Maintenance Yard build- 
ing, designed to blend with the architecture of neigh- 
boring buildings. 

The facility is located on Route 1 near Route 174, 
and will provide an operating base for personnel and 
equipment of four Maintenance Crews (2 Road, 1 Land- 
scape and 1 Signs and Lines) for servicing existing and 
and new Interstate highway systems in the area. 

The main building has office space for four foremen, 
eight assistant foremen, a general area for assembling 
training and eating lunch, and lavatory and locker 
room facilities. It has a six-bay, heated area for in- 
side storage of vehicles and servicing of equipment 
during inclement weather, and other bays for small equip- 
ment and tools. In addition, there is a small storage 
building with a gas pump and a 400-ton capacity stor- 
age facility. 


Ralph Hartman, (left) Senior Engineer (Civil), and John E. 
Troini, Senior Engineer (Electrical) with the Bureau of Plant 
Engineering and Operation, check the drawings of the new 
Lawrence Township Maintenance Yard Building in the back- 
ground. 


WEALTH OF INFORMATION OFFERED 


More than 200 periodicals and approximately 6,000 
books are available for Department employees in the 
Library, Room 130, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton. A 
trained staff will assist in locating information between 


9 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. daily. 
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Happy Notes 


Preerrer ee Orererrrrrereeee eee eee eee 


Mr. and Mrs. George W. Fulmer of Lambertville have 
announced the engagement of their daughter, Miss Linda 
Beth Fulmer, Clerk Stenographer with Right of Way, to 
James L. Poinsett, Senior Right of Way Negotiator with 
Right of Way. A May wedding is planned. 


Miss Anna Uhaze, Principal Clerk, was recently 
honored for her 42 years of State service at an office 
luncheon given by employees of the Bureau of Accident 
Records. 

Miss Carol Mizerski, Senior Clerk Typist with Legal 
Services, and Chuck Young were recently married in Our 
Lady of Sorrows Catholic Church in Mercerville. 


Mr. and Mrs. Pasquale A. Conti of Trenton have an- 
nounced the engagement of their daughter, Miss Patricia 
Anne Conti, Senior Clerk Stenographer with Fiscal Man- 
agement, to John W. Leake of Levittown. The couple 
plan to wed October 5 in St. Joachim’s Roman Catholic 
Church in Trenton. 


Art Parks, Truck Driver, was recently promoted to 
Assistant Foreman at the Red Lion Maintenance Yard. 
He will replace Joe Fort, Assistant Foreman, who re- 
quested and received a transfer to the Four Mile Yard. 


St. Anthony’s Roman Catholic Church was the set- 
ting for the marriage of Miss Kathleen A. Lechner, Prin- 
cipal Clerk with Maintenance and Operations and the 
daughter of Lt. and Mrs. Thomas Lechner, and Glenn 
F. Steigerwalt of Manville. 


United in marriage were Miss Kathryn Bridget Swee- 
ney, daughter of Mrs. William J. Sweeney of Florence 
and the late Mr. Sweeney, and Gabriel Santitore, En- | 
gineering Aide | with Materials. 


Miss Veronica Boyle, Clerk with Accident Records, 
and John Michael Micai, Engineering Aide || with Quality 
Control, were married in a double ring ceremony held 
at the St. Vincent DePaul Roman Catholic Church in 
Yardville. Miss Boyle is the daughter of Mrs. James R. 
Boyle, and the late Mr. Boyle. 


United in marriage were Miss Deborah Ann Stout, 
daughter of Mrs. Constance Stout of Trenton, and Ronald 
Joseph Gruzlovic, Engineering Aide II with Materials. 
The ceremony was performed in the Holy Cross Roman 
Catholic Church in Trenton. The couple honeymooned 
in Las Vegas. 


Richard Phillips, Senior Safety Inspector with the Bureau 
of Safety operations, gives First Aid instructions for applying 
a splint to Department Nurses (left to right) Mrs. Barbara 
Navickas of Cherry Hill, Mrs. Margaret Lyons of Newark and 
Mrs. Herbie Beatty of Netcong. 

The instruction was part of a refresher First Aid course 
recently given to all Department Nurses. 


RETIREMENTS 


Charles H. Walklet, Jr., Principal Engineer with 
Construction and Maintenance (45 years); William E. 
Staeger, Highway Marking Foreman with Construction 
and Maintenance (38 years); Florence A. Millerick, 
Secretarial Assistant | with the Office of Assistant 
Commissioner of Highways (35 years); Adele M. Uth, 
Principal Clerk with Central Services (27 years); Frank 
VY. Salvia, Senior Highway Inspector, Silvio Magnani, 
Truck Driver, Daniel A. Kelley, Truck Driver with Con- 
struction and Maintenance and Reginald M. Brennfleck, 
Principal Engineer with Bureau of Special Engineering 
(24 years each); Norman E. Hand, Bridge Operator || 
with Engineering and Operations and John Kanyack, 
Maintenance Man II (20 years each); George H. Wyker, 
Jr., Maintenance Man 1 (13 years), Ralph E. Peterson, 

- Bridge Repairman | (7 years) and Harold Stockbower, 
Truck Driver with Construction and Maintenance (5 
years). 
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DIAL-A-PRACTICE DICTATION 
SERVICE OFFERED 


Department clerical employees who would like to 
practice their dictation may do so at any time by dialing 
one of three telephone numbers. They’ll hear dictation 
given at speeds from 80 words to 100 words a minute. 

The telephone dictation machines are available 24 
hours a day and feature a two-minute pre-recorded dic- 
tation. 

The area code 609 numbers are: 292-6525 for 80 words, 
292-6526 for 90 vords and 292-6527 for 100 words. 


COVER 


The Department’s snow fighting forces were 
out clearing the highways and making them safe 
for motorists when this photo was taken, show- 
ing a Department snow blower clearing Route 31 


near Ringoes, a few years ago. 

With the energy crisis, everyone hopes that 
winter winds will not be too icy and that New 
Jersey will not have a 12-inch snowstorm like 
that shown in the photo. (See Story) 


Larry O'Rourke, Transporter Editor, Phone: 609-292-3108 


